EGP-Guizhou

Baseline Study Fact Sheet

THE EGP-GUIZHOU BASELINE STUDY

The initiating task of the EGP-Guizhou project is the conclusion of the base line
study with the aim to gain a deeper understanding of the needs and constraints
faced by the public and pollution victims as well as by governmental institutions,
judicial organs, non-governmental organizations, law firms and volunteer lawyers

in protecting the public’s environmental rights.

The study was carried out between December 2012 — April 2013 and included a
literature study, a questionnaire survey with 916 respondents from the public and
interviews with governmental officials, judicial officials, lawyers and representatives
from local NGO'’s. The study was conducted in downtown Guiyang, Qingzhen,
Zhuchang Town of Wudang District, Kaiyang County, Xiaozhaiba Town of Xifeng
County, Pingba County, Zunyi, Renhuai, and Kaili of Qiandongnan.

KEY FINDINGS

Environmental Justice

The fair treatment of all
people regardless of nation,
income, gender, ethnic group,
religion and region with respects
to the protection of environmen-
tal rights.

The base line study identified a number of obstacles and challenges in protecting the public’s environmental rights in the

Guizhou Province. These are some of the key issues:

Important challenges for local judicial authorities:

« A large disparity between the small number of environmen-
tal civil court cases and massive environmental complaints.
« Lack of operational capacity in environmental cases, such as
knowledge in environmental sciences and environmental laws.

Important obstacles for non-governmental organizations:

« Lack of financial support and weak fund-raising capacity
» Lack of capacity and knowledge to defend public environ-
mental rights

The EGP-Guizhou project

The aim of this project is to increase the
awareness and capacity of victims of environ-
mental pollution and relevant target groups and
to create of a strong base for good environmental
governance. EGP-Guizhou is one of 15 local
partnership projects within the EU-China En-
vironmental Governance Programme (EGP).
For more information please visit:

www.egp-guizhou.com.

Important obstacles for administrative organs:

« Growing pressure in environmental protection due to
rapid economic development

« Lack of environmental enforcement staff

« Inadequate environmental law enforcement capacity, due to
e.g. such as lack of equipment and low knowledge in environ-
mental science and environmental law among enforcement
officers
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Important challenges for law firms and volunteer lawyers:

« Lack of knowledge in environmental legislation
« No market for environmental legal services

Important challenges for victims of environmental pollution
and the general public

+ 91 % of the respondents in Guizhou province are con-
cerned about environmental problems, especially water and
air pollution. Respondents were most concerned about the
health damaging effects of environmental problem.

« 47% of the respondents in Guizhou consider that current
access to environmental news and environmental informa-
tion is insufficient and unable to meet their needs.

+ Only 33 % of the respondents state to have a good or
moderate understanding of overall environmental laws and
regulations.

Merely 20 % of the respondents think that existing envi-
ronmental laws and regulations are effective in protecting
the environment, while approximately 50% think they have
some effect in in protecting the environment.

« 40 % of the respondents think government representatives
pay enough attention to environmental protection while 26 %
do not think so.

« The main reasons why respondents would not take action
when experiencing environmental pollution is the lack of
knowledge on how to take action (39%) as well as constraints
in time, energy and financial resources (60%).

« Only a minority of the respondents in the survey, 6 %, have
personal experience in defending their environmental rights.
Among these, many have experienced difficulties such as
lack of support from authorities, lack of own knowledge
about environmental laws and rights and lack of support
from lawyers and law firms.
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